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An introduction to the Epistle "Manazil al-safar ila Allah wa-manahil ahlih" by
Abui Ya ‘qub Yisuf b. Ibrahim al-Warjalani al-Sidrati (d. 570 AH)
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Abstract:

This study introduces the unpublished epistle Manazil al-safar ila Allah wa-manahil ahlihi
(The Stations of the Journey to God and the Springs of Its People) by the Ibadi scholar Abu
Ya'qub Yasuf ibn Ibrahim al-Warjalani al-Sidratt (d. 570 AH/1174 CE), which has been
critically edited in an academic work. The author outlines five spiritual stations on the path to
God, divided into five ranks of seekers: believers, the righteous, the pious, the certain, and the
gnostics. The epistle integrates asceticism and spirituality, theology (kalam), and natural

philosophy, reflecting al-Warjalant's encyclopedic erudition and highlighting key features of
Maghrebi Ibadi theology, including methodological moderation and the integration of various
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sciences. This study draws upon six manuscript copies preserved in Ghardaya and Bani
Yizgen (Algeria), employing a descriptive and comparative methodology, to shed light on this
overlooked heritage and its significance in Maghrebi Islamic thought.
Keywords: Abii Ya‘qub al-Warjalant; Epistle of Manazil al-safar ila Allah; Ibadi Kalam;
Creed; Sufism.
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