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The Validity of the Prophetic Message: Between the Evidential Significance of
the Miracle and That of the Sign (Aya)
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Abstract:

This article critically analyzes atheistic objections to the miracle as proof of prophethood,
focusing on Ibn al-Rawandi's, the strongest of them, which still resonates today. It concludes
that his objection does not deny that extraordinary events can occur; it denies their logical
value as evidence of a prophetic claim, rejecting any necessary entailment between miracle
and message. Most theological responses did not refute it directly but rebuilt the miracle's
evidential value on other grounds, such as divine wisdom, divine custom and contextual
indicators; Ibn Taymiyya's critique comes closest to its core, yet remains open to criticism.
The article then turns to the Qur'anic concept of the verse (aya, "sign"), showing that it is

broader than the miracle: a sign of divine communication with humankind. The Qur'an is the
Prophet's primary sign for what it discloses of divinity, not merely because it is extraordinary.

Keywords: Miracle; Inimitability; Verse (Sign); Ibn al-Rawandi; Atheism.
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