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Abstract:
This study examines the Orientalist approach to Islamic Kalam (Islamic scholastic

theology) as a gradual epistemological trajectory that moved from religious polemics in its
early stages to textual and historical investigation in the nineteenth century, and subsequently
to contemporary critical readings. It reveals the doctrinal premises, underlying agendas, and
motives that have shaped Orientalist approaches to Kalam issues and theological schools of
argumentation. The study critically analyzes Orientalist methodologies that seek to detach
Kalam from its underlying purposes and to classify its schools according to a framework that
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severs the Islamic intellectual heritage from its faith-based objectives. It concludes that most
of these approaches, despite the differences in their methodological tools, share a common
tendency to project modern Western dichotomies onto a fundamentally different intellectual
structure, while deliberately obscuring the Quranic foundations of Kalam issues. This calls for
the development of an independent Islamic critical methodology that draws upon what is
valuable in Orientalist textual and historical scholarship while moving beyond its doctrinal
assumptions.

Keywords: Orientalism; Theological Orientalism; Orientalist methodology; Islamic sects;
Islamic scholastic theology.
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Sy <l e liall e 5t aions ctydudlly (3435l Jal buee (el | 6801 Asgiad|

(3) Arent Jan Wensinck, 1932, The Muslim Creed, p. 52.

* (22026 / podgi - 21448 /auldl gslex) 03 ouadl (12:lzll @



o g il Lty adpal | Gl f § o Bely8 :aMSI lal 31, ATudl Lkl ] 720

sl 3yl BLAT o yLeaiu¥ ! ay Ls o¥gs 3.4

didy cduuds el (Sall U5 1s Aaly Lads Slazlie oppdall 08l e G Capadll G
i iS 631 (1978 L yid (g1 " B1adud1" d4lS (§ dima 3yl90) AT g1 zed) 3Y1 5
Sl il 1da 285 Les (Aleaiedd] daglailly 230, 40wl Adpall o Souadl ol (o 4y
AST a6y laey @ "as! BLALGI"G Byl > aes g dyadl bl clalyull
@2l chaatlly mpall Jlmudl llasdl 44d an 5 Cus Liasksg 485 HST 208,all a5lgnly lugdal
S STl oY) Gas ) Josdl e 385 @by 3] (sl § bl Gedaddl Zllal (el
Bl JI Sl Gyally e lall 5LAS dalys oo Slabd ( aBlisy caas Glalge ol Lo (s 4ilels)
AU Laae ASTy clas wal Palall cilpsbaell sy Jaz Lo sag Llyely Luslxll Ly
Y Ay Sllun Llazmg cpaidl Lulys 3 el b diad § oLl labiuny (&) Aaiud) cadlslly
Oas 38lgant comdl Al polad @ (uland) Juas

b pliies ¥ 2 lial) A uilial! Olbalidlg dud all Gl 32 1 .5

e wdall olalaill 1.5

il G daadall Slallall e 3 e ST @lad Lxwolys (8 2Bl 23,01 a3
Jolatd o telallaill sin Aeudae (§ (Historicism) duse, il 2ol L”,S;l.?j el b=l Ll
e Loaz¥y Aol Lolewl o 940 § Lm0 (Aalan Ayl §yalls 3,20 diimgs DISII ele o
Ll daiogy bl aiagsgy Jazaldl §yall dmlb @lall lia uaad g0l ¥ (el Leloliws
oo Jazs sl ((Eurocentrism) ,all Jaall Js> 3850l ae @llaill Lia JalSug (Das 2,83
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(4) 16 p, Watt, William Montgomery, Islamic Philosophy and Theology.
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(1) Arent Jan Wensinck, 1932, The Muslim Creed, p. 3.
40-35 o @IS @l Aslys J) dsall (aSLAT) (et LS i Jg¥) oS (3 audl Al Sl dlas e 1da e o)1 Las) (2)
ol $ads o] sslaie (pe el wie Bl A Jolis ! "M Aslud Yl Ayl Ay sl olgias Bylae dazl LSy
IS Jslus Bal Lt (amylidl 3L ey ) (31 pdiiecd] CaBgl) 1480 Ajianl)
(3) Jung, Dietrich, Islamic Studies and Religious Reform, p. 232.
44-43 Lo (Gyid) Ayl eralall Gl Al (i 3yl90] (4)
(5) Steiner, Die Mu'taziliten, p. 5.
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(1) Wensinck, Arent Jan The Muslim Creed, pp. 127-148.
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(3) O'Leary, Arabic Thought and its Place in History, p. vi, pp. 123-134.
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(1) De Lacy Evans, O'Leary 1922, Arabic Thought and its Place in History, Chap. V, p. 123.
(2) Goldziher, 1981, Introduction to Islamic Theology, pp. 92-96 Jung, Dietrich, 2013, Islamic Studies and
Religious Reform, p. 232.

482 (o (8 yddull As guga cSous el ie (3)
(9)Goldziher, Ignaz, Introduction to Islamic Theology and Law, pp ,ils;96-92 Jung, Dietrich,
Islamic Studies and Religious Reform, p.232.
(5) De Lacy Evans, O'Leary 1922, Arabic Thought and its Place in History, Chap. V, P208.
L,2 a8l Lolsdl Jmall 80-65 . Watt, William Montgomery, Islamic Philosophy and Theology, pp (6)
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(1) Schmidtke, Sabine, 2016 "Introduction", in The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Theology, p. 4.
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