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Abstract:

Imam °‘Abd al-Qadir al-Majdaw1 is considered a pioneer of the contemporary scientific
renaissance in Algeria and one of the early figures of renewal in theological studies through what
he articulated in his book Al-Qawa‘id al-Kalamiyyah. This study aims to introduce his work by
reexamining its novel aspects, methodologies, issues, and its impact on scholarly discourse, as
well as its response to the cultural challenges that prevailed during the colonial period.

The research problem centers on identifying and presenting al-Majdaw1’s methodology in
explaining Islamic creed, whether through examining the adopted method, discussing the issues
addressed, or exploring the innovative aspects of this pioneering work of its time, which is
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considered among the early modern contributions to theological writings. The study concludes by
identifying al-Majdawi’s priorities in authorship, including organization, classification, and
methods of reasoning that attempted to move beyond the Saniist era. It also highlights aspects of
renewal, such as incorporating maqasid-based analysis, providing concise summaries of other
theological schools such as the Maturidiyya, and presenting foundational principles governing the
creed of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah. In addition, the work engages with some philosophical
views and refutes them, particularly in light of the resurgence of materialist and atheistic
philosophies influencing Algeria at the time.
Keywords: al-MajdawT; al-Qawa‘id al-Kalamiyyah; Ash arism; Algeria.
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