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Banking in the Islamic West between the reality of practice and lack of
institutions(06h/09h)
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Abstract:

In this article, we attempt to trace back the emergence of Syrfah, a form of banking
system, as an economic craft that was widely existent in western Islamic countries in the
middle ages, and its financial as well as economic ties with trade & trade exchanges. Like the
Other Islamic World, Muslim countries in the west witnessed a widespread expansion of
banking systems with all its forms that could have been well-recorded in books like El
Nawazil, Hisbah, Geography, and other sources. On the other hand, we seem to find an

absence of institutions that regulate or organise such a kind of profession in a way more
similar to what existed in Europe or Eastern Arab countries.
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