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Distinguishing Between the Schools of Hadith and Opinion: Its Impact on the
Jurisprudence of Transactions and Its Relationship with Legal Reasoning and

the Objectives of Sharia
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Abstract:

The distinction between the School of Opinion (Ahl al-Ra'y) and the School of Hadith
(Ahl al-Hadith) is a topic of significant importance in revealing the differentiating criteria
between the two schools. By reviewing texts on the history of theological doctrines and the
history of Islamic legislation, it becomes evident that both schools agree on the major
principles of faith but differ in practical matters of independent reasoning (Ijtihad) dictated by
their respective foundational principles. Through inductive investigation, this research
concludes that the jurisprudential rules of both schools have a profound impact on the
jurisprudence of transactions (Figh al-Mu'amalat).

Furthermore, the research discusses several criteria proposed by contemporary scholars
regarding legal reasoning (Ta'lil) and purposive intent (Tagsid) to distinguish between the two
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schools. Through jurisprudential examples, it demonstrates that both schools employ
teleological reasoning (a Maqasidi perspective) and that the divergence between them stems
from their principles and rules of deduction, rather than the essence of reasoning and
purposive intent itself.

Hadith; Opinion (Ra'y); Zahirism (Zahiriyya); Objectives of Sharia (Maqasid);
Transactions (Mu'amalat)
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