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Abstract:

This study examines numerical statistics, a valuable practice of the early hadith critics in
serving the Prophetic Sunnah, as a critical tool applied to isnads, narrators and matns. It asks
whether they used a statistical method before statistics became an independent science, what
its applications were, and how it affected the grading of hadith. Using an inductive-analytical
and comparative method, the researcher surveyed the statements of the leading critics in their
original sources, extracted their applications of numerical statistics in isnad and matn
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criticism, then analysed and compared them. The study concludes that this method is clearly
present in the work of Ibn al-Madini, Ahmad, Yahya, Waki‘, Ibn Mahdi, Abii Hatim and al-
Daraqutnt; that it yielded comprehensive verdicts that nothing authentic is reported in entire
chapters; that it can serve artificial-intelligence applications in hadith studies; and that it is an
established principle of hadith criticism worthy of independent study.

Keywords: Numerical statistics; hadith critics; science of hidden defects (‘ilal); pivot of
the isnad (madar); singularity (tafarrud); narrator criticism (al-jarh wa-I-ta“dil).
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