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Abstract:
The study of representations of the relationship between the eastern and western regions
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of the Islamic world, particularly through examining the confiscation and reception of
scholars’ works, constitutes an important field of historical inquiry. Such studies shed light on
the intellectual, political, and religious interactions that shaped Islamic societies across
different periods. Political authorities have often sought to establish or deny connections with
prominent religious scholars and intellectual figures in order to reinforce the spiritual
legitimacy of their rule and strengthen their political standing. This phenomenon is clearly
reflected in the history of the Islamic West, where the figure of Imam Abu Hamid al-
Ghazali occupies a central place. The controversy surrounding his relationship with both
the Almoravid and Almohad states has long been presented as a significant example of the
complex interaction between religious authority, represented by scholars and intellectuals, and
political authority, represented by rulers and state institutions. It also reveals the extent to
which both spheres attempted to assert and consolidate their influence. The Almoravid rulers,
particularly Yusuf ibn Tashfin, sought al-Ghazali’s endorsement in order to obtain religious
legitimacy for their political actions. Their successors, the Almohads, employed this
association even more extensively through a wide-ranging propaganda campaign that
promoted the alleged meeting between their Mahdi, Ibn Tumart, and Imam al-Ghazali. Such
claims were intended to provide the Almohad movement with stronger religious and political
legitimacy in its struggle against the Almoravids, who regarded the movement as a rebellion
against lawful authority and obedience to the ruler.

Keywords: Almohads; Propaganda; Representations of Political-Religious Relations;
Legitimacy; Stereotyped Image.
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