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Abstract:

This study aims to present and critically edit a legal opinion (nazila) belonging to the
jurisprudential tradition of the scholars of the Maghreb. The opinion in question was issued
by Sheikh Abt “Uthman Sa‘id ibn “Al1 al-Hawzali, and concerns the question of a wife's labor
and active contribution alongside her husband to the growth of jointly acquired property. The
dispute arose upon the husband's death, when a conflict emerged between the wife and the
deceased's heirs over the division of the estate: should her contribution be recognized as a
form of partnership (sharika), entitling her to a distinct share before the remainder is
distributed among the heirs, or should the entirety of the property be treated as part of the
heritable estate?

The study follows the established methodological principles of manuscript editing and is
organized into two main sections. The first is devoted to a biographical account of the Sheikh
who issued the opinion, examining his scholarly standing and his contributions to the
jurisprudence of legal responsa (figh al-nawazil). The second section introduces the opinion
itself — its subject matter, its attribution to its author, and its textual sources — alongside a
description of the manuscript copy consulted and an explanation of the editorial methodology
applied.

The study concludes with a number of findings, most notably the scholarly rehabilitation
of a largely overlooked figure in Moroccan jurisprudence, alongside a critically edited text of
his opinion and legal reasoning on the matter. The study further recommends that sustained
attention be given to the manuscript jurisprudential heritage, particularly those works still
lying unexamined in library collections, given the scholarly richness they contain and their
continued relevance to both historical and contemporary legal questions.

Keywords: Legal opinion (nazila); wife's labor (kadd); contribution (sa‘aya); al-Hawzali;
inheritance; manuscript
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