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Abstract:

This research examines the concept of circumstantial evidence (qira'ah) in Islamic
jurisprudence, where it is used as an apparent indication or sign in legal reasoning and judicial
evidence. Many legal rulings related to the statements and actions of legally responsible
individuals are based upon it. The research aims to understand the true nature of

circumstantial evidence according to Islamic jurists, highlighting its role in legal reasoning,
the conditions for its validity and acceptance in jurisprudence and the judiciary, and the
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varying degrees of its strength in legal argumentation and application. A descriptive
methodology was adopted to define the concept of circumstantial evidence according to
linguists and jurists, and to identify some related terms and vocabulary. An analytical
methodology was also employed to clarify the categories of circumstantial evidence used by
jurists, providing examples. The study underscores the importance of circumstantial evidence
in Islamic jurisprudence, as it is a legitimate means of establishing rights, an effective tool
for achieving justice and equality among people, and a manifestation of the application of
legal reasoning in deduction. This study addresses the issue of the nature of legal
presumptions, their conditions, and their categories, distinguishing them from foundational
legal presumptions. The research concluded with several key findings, most notably that,
according to jurists, presumptions consist of indicators and means that a jurist or judge infers
from apparent matters. These presumptions are used to establish proof, clarify facts, and
achieve justice and equality. Their levels of authority and the strength of their argumentation
vary depending on their source, the strength of their indication, and their relationship to their
meaning.
Keywords: Circumstantial Evidence; Proof; Legal Reasoning; Legal Indicators; Sharia
Judiciary; Ijtihad.
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