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Abstract:

This study explores Imam al-Shatib1’s understanding of the role of moral values within
Magqasid al-Shari‘ah as unveiled in Al-Muwafaqat through an analytical reading of his juristic
thought to advance the argument that while moral values do not fall within the circle of
tahsiniyyat (embellishments), they are neither confined to a single level but rather constitute
an essential dimension connected with all levels of maqasid (the dariiriyyat, and hajiyyat).
Ultimately, it contends that Al-Shatibi’s conception of Shari‘ah is always animated by
promoting a noble moral character vis -a-vis the ethical values embedded by protection —or
according to him “preservation”—promoting the five essential universals. The study finds that
the realization of moral values in the maqasid framework is an essential part of an integrated

Islamic juristic system, and critical to upholding ethical dimensions for sound jurisprudential
reasoning and practice.

Keywords: Ethics; Values;Maqasid (objectives); Al-Shatibi.
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