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The Principle of Blocking the Means (Sadd al. Dhara’i’) and Its Application

in Marital Dissolution Cases: A Comparative Study Between Islamic
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Abstract:

This study examines the principle of Sadd al. Dhara’i* (Blocking the Means) and its
impact on marital dissolution in Islamic jurisprudence, comparing its applications with the
UAE Personal Status Law (Federal Decree. Law No. 41 of 2024). It explores the definition,

types, legal basis, and criteria for applying the principle, as well as juristic views and legal
implementations. Using inductive, comparative, and analytical methods, the research finds

PN

that Sadd al. Dhara’i" is a specific form of ijtithad mali (consequentialist reasoning), where

sl L1t *
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potential outcomes influence legal rulings. The law reflects this through provisions allowing
separation due to harm, absence, or financial incapacity. The principle holds that if a means
leads to a prohibited or disliked result, it should be blocked. However, if it leads to a lawful,
encouraged act—whether obligatory or recommended—it should not be blocked. The study
highlights the role of this principle in promoting justice and protecting family stability
through foresight in legal judgment.

Keywords: Sadd al. Dhara’i’, separation due to harm, separation due to absence,
separation due to financial incapacity.
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