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Abstract:

This study examines one of the most significant causes that Muhammad Rashid Rida
identifies as leading a Qur'anic exegete to commit errors, deviate from the correct intended
meaning of the verses, or fall short in elucidating their meanings: namely, the lack of
complete intellectual independence in understanding during the exegetical process. The study
is entitled: Reasons for the Lack of Complete Independence in Understanding during Tafsir
through Muhammad Rashid Rida's Critical Comments on Commentators in His Tafsir al.
Manar. It does so by examining his statements in which he clarifies the causes of
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shortcomings and errors in exegesis and by analyzing selected examples of his critiques of
exegetes, highlighting the reason for their deviation from the correct meaning of the verses.
Consequently, the study is structured into three sections. The first serves as an introductory
section, defining the terms 'critical observations' (ta‘aqqubat) and 'lack of complete
intellectual independence in understanding.' The second presents a theoretical study of the
reasons for exegetes' lack of intellectual independence in understanding during exegesis. The
final section is an applied study of some of Muhammad Rashid Rida's critical observations on
exegetes due to their lack of complete intellectual independence and failure to employ
reasoned thought and contemplation when interpreting the Noble Qur'an. The research
concludes with a summary of the study's findings.

Keywords: Exegetes; subtleties; causes of error in interpretation; autonomous
understanding.
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