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A Linguistic Analysis of the Vocalic Alternation Phenomenon in Al-Qurtubi’s
Tafsir in the Light of Phonological Analysis
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Abstract:

This study investigates the phenomenon of i'lal (vocalic alternation) as a
morphophonological process in Arabic through an analytical examination of its treatment in
Al-Qurtubi’s Al-Jami® li-Ahkam al-Qur’an. It reassesses his explanations of vocalic
transformations in light of contemporary phonological theory, particularly assimilation,
syllable restructuring, and articulatory economy. The central question is whether his treatment
reflects a purely traditional morphological description or an implicit functional phonological
awareness aligned with modern linguistic principles. Using a descriptive-analytical
methodology, the study systematically analyzes instances of i‘lal in the Tafsir and traces
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transformations from underlying forms to surface realizations within a comparative
framework. The findings reveal that Al-Qurtubi’s explanations, especially regarding vowel
transfer and consonant alternation conditioned by preceding vowels—conceptually
correspond to phonological assimilation and syllabic harmony. The study concludes that i‘1al
is fundamentally a phonological-syllabic phenomenon with morphological consequences and
underscores the exegetical tradition as a fertile domain for applied linguistic inquiry.
Keywords: 1°'lal; vocalic alternation"phonological analysis"; assimilation; syllable
structure.
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