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Abstract:

The importance of analyzing Islamic political thoughts during the Rashidun and
Umayyad periods is to comprehend how Islamic political thoughts came into existence during
their formative years as an ideological institution, to discern which are the most prominent
political ideas of these two periods of Islamic political thoughts, as well as to analyze which
are the religious roots which these political ideas are based upon. In the Rashidun period of

Islamic political thoughts, ideas of “shura” (consultation) and popular consent came to the
fore. The concept of ijtihad in political thoughts aimed to take into account both the nature of
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Arab tribal society (‘asabiyyah) and the Islamic values of deciding upon how to meet the
prime aim of politics itself—to preserve religion and to maintain one Muslim community
(ummabh).

Owing to the lack of authoritative scriptural texts bearing a certain authenticity and
meaning in relation to the specifics of the polity, there emerged the mainstream approach that
tended towards the recognition of political consensus known as ijma‘. This was achieved in
the Saqifah session and theoretically first elaborated by Imam ‘Al (may Allah be pleased with
him).

Thus, in the period of the Umayyads, although there was a unified opinion among
members of the opposition, especially the sons of the Companions, with regard to the
unconstitutional nature of the ruling power on the basis of valid precedents of shiira and ijma°,
the methods of rectifying this undesirability differed due to the probabilistic character of the
applicable legal evidence. Some respected the superiority of community integrity over
internal conflict (fitnah), while others supported utilizing the strength of popular opposition to
the Umayyads, in addition to their genuine right to leadership.

Keywords: Foundations; Islamic political thought; Rashidun era; Umayyad era .
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