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Oral transmission and its impact on controlling the branches of letters that

are not depicted in the drawing of the Qur’an
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Abstract:

We aim through this article to demonstrate the impact of oral transmission (al-
Mushafahah) on controlling the branches of the letters that are difficult to pronounce and
which the Arabic script has not provided an image for in the drawing (rasm) of the Qur’an.
Arabic sufficed (or was limited) with the depiction of the original letters (al-huriif al-ustl)
only. As for the branches—such as the measures of the letters of prolongation (al-mad), the
softening of the Hamzah (talin al-hamz), Imalah, Ikhtilas, Riim, and Ishmam—they are not
controlled by regulation. Therefore, they were left to oral transmission, whereby the latter
receives them from the former through listening, while we followed the analytical inductive
methodology in our research. Thus, we tracked the branches of the letters whose
pronunciation is difficult in the Qur’an, and then demonstrated the method of their control via
oral transmission. One of the most prominent conclusions we reached is: The singularity of
oral transmission in controlling the branches of the letters in the Qur’an, independent of the
written form; this is achieved by transmitting them through listening, generation after
generation.

Keywords: Oral transmission, Branches of letters, Control/Regulation, The Holy Qur’an,
Drawing of the Qur’an (Rasm al-Mus’haf).
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