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Abstract:

This study examines the meanings of “question” in the Qur’an, as well as its main types
and usages. Despite the great importance of the interrogative form in the field of scientific
inquiry, across various branches of knowledge, and in most processes of communication
among people of different levels and languages, one scarcely finds any discussion of it in
Arabic linguistic works—works that are not expected to have overlooked even the smallest of
significant issues related to expression and communication. This absence becomes even more
striking considering that the question-and-answer form constitutes a distinctive
communicative method indispensable in most academic, literary, and even colloquial
discourse, as well as in both voluntary and involuntary mental processes that generate the
majority of human conceptions and intellectual opinions. For these and other reasons, this
paper seeks to highlight the main causes behind the absence of the term “question” from the
majority of Arabic linguistic works. It also presents a statistical and analytical study of the
occurrences of this term, along with its various derivatives and usages, in the Qur’an.
Keywords: question; interrogation; request; the Qur’an; Arabic grammar; Arabic rhetoric.
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