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Abstract:

Despite the scarcity of foundational narrations attributed directly to Imam Ahmad,
Hanbali scholars derived a wealth of foundational opinions from him based on extrapolating
principles from specific rulings. The Baghdad school of Usul, led by scholars such as Qadi
Abu Ya’la, was pioneering in this regard. The Hanbali scholars followed a method of
reconciling conflicting texts attributed to Imam Ahmad. This approach aims to resolve
apparent contradictions, working to remove conflicts within the narrations in the same way
they remove contradictions in legal texts. The research is structured into an introductory
chapter, followed by two main chapters. The first chapter explores the reasons for
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foundational disagreements concerning Imam Ahmad. The second chapter presents specific
Usul issues where Hanbali scholars harmonized differing foundational opinions attributed to
Imam Ahmad. The study concludes with a summary, followed by a list of sources and
references.
Keywords: Usul al-Figh; foundational opinions; foundational narrations; Imam Ahmad;
reconciliation between opinions; Hanbali scholars.
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