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The rule of the impermissibility of interpreting the Quran using novel terminology and its
impact on the correct understanding of the Holy Quran
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Abstract:

When Allah, the Almighty, revealed His Book in clear Arabic, He placed in it the finest
expressions ever spoken by the Arabs. The Arabic language became a primary source for
understanding the meanings of revelation, extracting its hidden meanings and objectives.
However, the Arabic, like other languages, is susceptible to development and change in

meanings with changing conditions, circumstances and environments.We had to reflect on
this linguistic development and semantic shift. Is it correct to interpret the Quran according to
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meanings that emerged after its revelation and beyond the period of authoritative linguistic
usage? This research exposes us to the efforts of exegetes, usul scholars, and linguists, both
past and present, to preserve the sources of the correct understanding of the Holy Quran, and
their establishment of this rule that helps control its understanding and closes the door to
those who construe the meanings of the Quran in the service of doctrine, and those who attack
its sanctity and miraculous nature out of desire. The research demonstrates the importance of
al-Shatibi’s foundation of this rule that regulates the validity of deduction, as well as the
applications of this rule by early and later exegetes such as al-Tabari, al-Shawkani,
Muhammad Rashid Rida, and al-Tahir ibn Ashur. It also underscores the necessity of
proclaiming the text of this rule in a time when modernists have disclosed their ideas have
struck and their suspicions have become widespread among Muslims today.

Keywords: Interpretation; terminology; novel; understanding; language.
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