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Orientalists and Their Stance on Abrogation in the Noble Qur’an
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Abstract:

This study examines the issue of abrogation in the Holy Quran, but it is distinguished by
its focus on Orientalist studies related to Quranic sciences. This study highlights the diverse
and varied perspective of Orientalists on abrogation in the Holy Quran. Some considered the
abrogation in the Quran to be merely a linguistic and intellectual problem, while others
considered it evidence of an internal contradiction in the Quranic texts. Through their studies,
some orientalists attempted to contest the authenticity of abrogation, considering it evidence
of the instability of the Quranic text. On the other hand, there are some orientalists who
acknowledged the existence of abrogation, but they downplayed their significance, or tried to
explain them in non-religious or non-historical contexts. However, it can be observed that
their religious and cultural backgrounds often influenced the way they dealt with this issue,
and this study also showed a lack of objectivity and neutrality among most Orientalists.

Keywords: The Orientalists’ perspective; abrogation according to Arthur Jeffery;

Montgomery Watt; Henri Massé; John Gilchrist.
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