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Sufism and Existential Philosophical Visions in the Thought of Sheikh Abu
Madyan al. Tilmisani (594 AH)
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Abstract:

As indicated by its title, this research paper seeks to address several issues
revolving around the relationship between Islamic Sufism and existential
philosophical visions. This topic is considered one of the most important fields that
require further research and study to support Sufi heritage, which forms part of our
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cultural and spiritual identity. The aim is to analyze it scientifically and critically to
extract values and concepts that promote intellectual and spiritual progress in
society. The central problematic question focuses on "Sunni Sufism and
philosophical Sufism," the nature of the relationship between them, as well as the
concept of existential visions in the thought of Sheikh Abu Madyan. The study
adopts a descriptive methodology. Among the key findings is the necessity of re.
examining all the misconceptions and impure ideas falsely attributed to Muslim
Sufis. It also calls for a reassessment of binary normative classifications such as
[ethical Sunni Sufism/illuminative philosophical Sufism]. Islamic Sufism is in
essence a gnostic, effusive Sufism with divine spiritual manifestations that engage
with philosophy and its inquiries. It remains woven within an Islamic framework,
drawing from the Qur’an and the Sunnah, while expressing truth through metaphor,
using an illuminative gnostic language understood only by its practitioners.

Keywords: Sufism; Visions; Existential; Philosophical; Abu Madyan.
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