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Behavior Modification in the Thought of Abdelhamid Ben Badis:

Formulating Behavioral Objectives and Deriving Pedagogical Mechanisms
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Abstract:

Defining behavioral objectives is a highly significant and complex aspect of
psychological studies. This process enables educators to explain knowledge and foster
specific orientations, thereby facilitating the evaluation of behavior. The relevance of this
topic becomes even clearer when considered in the context of Sheikh Abdelhamid Ben Badis's
Quranic exegesis. He was renowned for his educational reformist approach throughout his
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historical work. This study aims to articulate educational objectives in behavioral terms and to
explain the mechanisms and methodologies used by Ben Badis to influence the character of
the Muslim individual. Furthermore, the study systematically compares Western behavioral
studies with Ibn Badis's perspective in his interpretation of the Holy Quran. The central
finding of this research concludes that Ben Badis's exegesis was pioneering in establishing
applied methodological principles for evaluating human conduct, based on the Holy Quran
and the Prophetic Sunnah. These educational objectives are characterized by their timeless
and universal applicability, deriving their sanctity from their Quranic origin and their focus on
comprehensive reform.
Keywords: Behavioral Objectives; Exegesis; Abd al-Hamid Ben Badis; Pedagogical
Mechanisms; Majalis al-Tadhkir.
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