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The Divinely Ordained Arrangement of the Holy Quran: A Critical Analysis of
Utilization and Neglect
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Abstract:

This study highlights the significance of the Quran's divinely ordained Arrangement
(tartib tawqifi), which Muhammad Abu al-Qasim Hajj Hamad considers a crucial element of
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Quranic inimitability (i'jaz). This arrangement frees the Quranic text and discourse from the
temporal and spatial limitations that might arise from adhering strictly to the chronological
order and circumstances of revelation (asbab al-nuzul). However, Kefah Abuhannoud
suggests that this perspective might overlook the potential benefits of considering the
circumstances of revelation for contemporary relevance. Such an approach could highlight the
Quran's inherent applicability across all times and places. This study addresses two primary
research questions: How does the divinely ordained arrangement of the Quran manifest as an
aspect of its inimitability? How can the chronological order of revelation be utilized to
develop interpretations relevant to contemporary life? The study concludes that integrating the
use of the divinely ordained arrangement with a consideration of the circumstances of
revelation in contemporary Quranic studies is feasible, with the viability and nature of such
integration depending primarily on the specific research objectives.

Keywords: Organic Unity of the Holy Quran; Chronological Order of Revelation; The
Holy Holy Quran; Muhammad Abu al-Qasim Hajj Hamad; Kefah Abuhannoud.
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