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Abstract:

In the western intellectual thought of the 19th century, humanities and social sciences
began to analyze religion using methodologies that diverged from traditional theological
interpretations. This pivot responded to burgeoning questions regarding the genesis and
essence of religion, employing a variety of approaches to address these inquiries. Within this
spectrum, religious anthropology examined the propensities of humans towards sanctification.
Mircea Eliade, critiquing the reductive outcomes of such studies —which he felt
compromised the intrinsic value of religion and misrepresented its spiritual attributes —
advocated for a re-envisioning of the history of religions. He proposed this domain as one that
should honor the transcendental aspects of religious phenomena.

This paper delves into Eliade’s conceptualization of how a historian of religions should
interact with the epistemic and methodological legacies of traditional anthropological schools.
It further scrutinizes his views on the epistemological integration between anthropology and
the history of religions, emphasizing the potential benefits and the necessity to circumvent
reductionist oversimplifications. The findings indicate that Eliade’s approach allows for
incorporating anthropological insights into a broader interpretative framework appropriate for
the history of religions without conflating the two fields.

Keywords: History of Religion; Anthropology; Epistemological Integration; Reductionism;
Methodology.
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