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Abstract :

The study deals with "zakat al fitr", and the controversy that has erupted as for its
application. In fact, the debate has long swing between two distinct views. Some scholars
see this alms giving as an obligatory donation that should be provided to the needy people
in one’s surroundings, while others, more flexible regard it as a religious act of assistance
destined to destitute peopl , wherever they exist. On that premise, they argue that zakat al
fitr can be given in money or food items according to the situation of the needy, stressing
its transfer to other areas if need be, along with its anticipation , that is to say , before Eid
al fitr. Henee, the study in question, confirms the latter opinion since it takes into account
the dire need of people who are in abject poverty , relying on argumentation without
referring to this poor relief as a mere religious act.

Keywords: Zakat al fitr, act of assistance, destitute people, anticipation, transfer,
argumentation.
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