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Abstract: The topic of Democracy in the Western Mediterranean: between reality and challenges
of the European Neighborhood Policy (ENP), is an important and central issue in relations between
the European Union and the Maghreb countries, as it combines various cooperative, conflictual and
competitive interactions. This region also displays intertwined links between the political, social,
economic and security realities and democratic aspirations. While the countries of the north-western
Mediterranean (European) have achieved democratic stability, the southern countries (Maghreb)
face difficulties in this regard. Based on this, the ENP sought to promote democratic values and
standards, however, its role has remained limited due to a several of considerations, including
internal obstacles such as the weakness of Maghreb institutions and governments, and external ones
such as divergent visions and perceptions of the common interests and challenges between the two
shores.

Keywords: Democracy, Western Mediterranean, European Union, Maghreb, European
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP).
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