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Abstract : This article examines the legal foundations of bioethics in light of the
transformations experienced by contemporary moral thought, through an analysis of
the principlism approach, which has profoundly influenced the development of
international standards governing medical and biotechnological practices. It explores
the relationship between the four fundamental principles of bioethics—autonomy,
beneficence, non-maleficence, and justice—and their legal manifestations within a
range of international conventions, declarations, and guiding mechanisms. The study
adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodology to assess the extent to
which these ethical principles have been integrated into international legal
frameworks, and their role in shaping a philosophy of bioethics law based on respect
for human dignity, the pursuit of justice, and equality in benefiting from scientific
progress. The findings indicate that principlism has contributed to conceptual
convergence between ethics and law, yet it still faces challenges related to its
adaptability to cultural diversity, the rapid pace of scientific innovation, and
addressing the overlap between the boundaries of its principles.

Keywords: International law, bioethics, autonomy, dignity, justice, beneficence, non-
maleficence, biotechnology.
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@1serson, Kenneth V. “Principles of Biomedical Ethics.” Emergency Medicine Clinics of North
America, vol. 17, no. 2, May 1999, p. 294.https://doi.org/10.1016/S0733-8627(05)70060-2
@YBeauchamp, Tom L., and James F. Childress, op-cit, pp 198-205
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@"See art(1,2,3) World Medical Association. WMA International Code of Medical Ethics, op-cit
(%8) See art(13,19,20) World Medical Association. WMA Declaration of Helsinki, op-cit
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@9 Council of Europe. Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Dignity of the Human
Being with Regard to the Application of Biology and Medicine: Convention on Human Rights and
Biomedicine. Oviedo, op-cit.

(0 See Art 9: UNESCO, Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights, op-cit

3L see Guideline 3, Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS).
International Ethical Guidelines for Health-Related Research Involving Humans, op-cit, p7, p
32Beauchamp, Tom L., and James F. Childress, op-cit, p 118
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3% Beauchamp, Tom L., and James F. Childress, op-cit, p 118

®9Gert B, Culver CM, Clouser KD., Op-cit, p 75.

(5K uhlau, Frida, et al. “Taking Due Care: Moral Obligations in Dual Use Research.” Bioethics,
vol. 22, no. 9, 2008, pp. 480-482. Wiley Online Library, https://doi.org/10.1111/].1467-
8519.2008.00695.x

(%)See art (4,5), Council of Europe. Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Dignity of
the Human Being with Regard to the Application of Biology and Medicine: Convention on Human
Rights and Biomedicine. Oviedo, op-cit
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37 See art (4,20), UNESCO, Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights, op-cit
%8 United Nations. Universal Declaration of Human Rights. United Nations, 1948
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights

%9 United Nations. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 1966. United Nations
Treaty Collection, https://treaties.un.org/doc/Treaties/1976/03/19760323%2006-
17%20AM/Ch_IV_4.pdf .

%0 e code du nuremberg 1947,op-cit

* World Medical Association. WMA Declaration of Helsinki, op-cit

*2 UNESCO, Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights, op-cit
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“9) Rodriguez-Avrias, David, and al.“How Do People Use “Killing,” ‘Letting Die’ and Related
Bioethical Concepts? Contrasting Descriptive and Normative Hypotheses.” Bioethics, vol. 34, no. 5,
2020, p. 511. Wiley Online Library, https://doi.org/10.1111/bioe.12707.
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“®)United Nations General Assembly, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, Resolution 2200A (XXI), adopted December 16, 1966, entered into force January 3, 1976,
United Nations Treaty Series, vol. 993. https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-
mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights

*" Council of Europe. Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Dignity of the Human
Being with Regard to the Application of Biology and Medicine: Convention on Human Rights and
Biomedicine. Oviedo, op-cit

*8 UNESCO, Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights, op-cit
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“)DeGrazia, David, and Joseph Millum. Op-cit. p67
®O\World Trade Organization. Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health.
WT/MIN(01)/DEC/2, adopted 14 Nov. 2001, 20 Nov. 2001.

https://www.wto.org/english/thewto _e/minist e/min01 e/mindecl_trips_e.htm
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