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Commitment to the principle of precaution in the exploitation of
shale gas in Algeria
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Abstract: Within the framework of the national policy on the diversification of energy
resources, especially clean resources, as a strategy for revitalizing the national economy in line
with the dimensions of sustainable development, the Algerian Government issued a resolution in
2014 allowing the exploitation of shale gas possessed by Algerian desert fields. But the popular
opposition to it because of the lack of scientific certainty about the scope of its risks to health and
the environment, on the one hand, and the inappropriateness of the investment climate, on the
other, made the government hesitate at the outset to exploit it, but the economic need prompted it
to uphold it, It has worked to introduce reforms in combustion laws in line with environmental
protection considerations and the principles of sustainable development, particularly the principle
of precaution as an essential mechanism in ensuring the prior protection of the environment from
the unknown risks that threaten it. Although the initiative's importance remains, the support and
activation of the initiative is needed to achieve its economic and environmental purpose.
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