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Abstract: The liberalization of the media sector - in general - in Algeria was not a choice,
but rather an inevitability resulting from the political and economic reforms of the nineties,
which led to the adoption of media pluralism under Media Law N° 90-07, as for the field of
audiovisual media, it did not witness this pluralism until more than twenty years later, with
the emergence of some television channels that remained active in the field outside any
legal framework until the issuance of Organic Law N° 12-05 related to media and Law N°
14-04 related to audiovisual activity. After opening the activity to private initiative and
subjecting it to competition, the audiovisual control authority was created and at the same
time the activity was subjected to the prior licensing system, due to the privacy of the
audiovisual activity. However, the extrapolation of the texts related to the control of activity
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leads us to ask whether the invocation of the privacy of the activity is merely an excuse to
restrict it.

Keywords: Audiovisual media, liberalization, liberalization motives, control authority,
prior licensing system.
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