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ABSTRACT: Rhythm originated in the philosophical and musical traditions of ancient
Greece, and its meaning evolved across different historical periods. Closely linked to beauty
and artistic creativity, particularly in the arts of sound and movement, rhythm is examined
in this article through philosophical and philological perspectives. The study traces its
semantic evolution from a natural phenomenon to an aesthetic concept while addressing two
central questions: What is rhythm, and what are its functions and aesthetic values? To answer
these questions, the article explores the term’s origins, historical development, and the
intellectual context of ancient Greek philosophers, where the concept reached its fullest

expression.
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