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ABSTRACT

This study aims to reveal value-based dichotomies in the Algerian novel written by women,
based on the premise that the value reference framework is constant and universal, yet its
understanding, embodiment, and representation are individual and subjective. Accordingly, the
manifestation of values in the novel emerges as a subject shaped by this individuality and by its
negotiation with the other in the representation and embodiment of their values. This is evident
in novels written by women, in which the Algerian female novelist draws on cultural and social
references upon which she constructs a value system that differs from what is dominant and
prevalent. On this basis, the study examines the system of values and their cultural and social
references in the novel, and how the novelist Sarah Haidar was able to embody the female value
orientation in contrast to the masculine value orientation that dominates culture and society. The
cultural approach proved to be the most effective method for probing the narrative text and
uncovering these aspects.
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