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ABSTRACT
This study examines the phenomenon of lichen colonization of the surfaces of historical
monuments in El Abbad village, southeast of Tlemcen, and monitors their physical and
chemical impact on the original fabric of these monuments. The study relied on direct field
surveys and systematic documentation of visible deterioration signs. The findings reveal a
significant decline in the mechanical resistance of pisé and progressive erosion threatening
its structural integrity. The study recommends urgent remedial intervention to remove
lichens, improve ventilation and drainage systems, and adopt regular preventive maintenance
programmes alongside periodic monitoring to ensure the preservation of this important
architectural heritage in the central Maghreb (Algeria). (Algeria).
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