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ABSTRACT
This article addresses the issue of epistemological dependency and identity crisis in the
sociology of education in Algeria through an in-depth analytical reading of the theses of the late
thinker Said Ayyadi, recognized as one of the foremost scholars who engaged critically and
radically with education by linking knowledge to history and identity. The analysis begins by
delineating Ayyadi's referential framework and his conception of the cultural paradigm as a
determinant guiding national and behavioral objectives. It highlights how the absence of a
unified cultural paradigm following Algeria's independence led to fluctuations in educational
policies and the persistent importation of foreign models. The article then advocates for the
entrenchment of cultural foundations, the empowerment of children, the involvement of
families, and the reconnection of the university with national realities and Algerian societal
contexts to construct an authentic, rooted educational project grounded in the society's
intrinsicheritage.
Keywords: Epistemological dependency, identity crisis, sociology of education
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