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ABSTRACT

The linguistic heritage works published by the distinguished scholar and editor
Muhammad ibn Abt Shanab represent a landmark in the critical editing of Arabic manuscripts
and their transition into the world of print in accordance with the modern principles of textual
editing that became widespread in the West following the invention of the printing press. This
study seeks to examine the innovations introduced by this editor that led many Orientalists to
follow his approach. It also investigates the extent to which he drew upon the methodologies
of Muslim hadith scholars in developing his editorial practice.

The paper addresses these questions by examining the key stages of his life and the intellectual
influences that shaped his scholarly formation, while analysing his method in editing al-Jumal
f1 al-Nahw as a model worthy of emulation.

Keywords: Muhammad ibn Abi Shanab; linguistic heritage; Abu Ishaq al-Zajjajt; al-Jumal.
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