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Abstract:

This study investigates the effectiveness of international and national legal mechanisms in
combating enforced disappearance, focusing on their capacity to criminalize the act, protect
victims, and ensure accountability at both international and national levels. The research
addresses the core question of how international legal frameworks and domestic legislation
contribute to limiting this grave human rights violation while confronting political and security
challenges.

The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, supported by a structured
questionnaire distributed to a purposive sample of 120 law professors specialized in international
law, human rights, and criminal law. The questionnaire aimed to capture their perceptions
regarding the effectiveness of legal mechanisms, the alignment of national legislation with
international standards, and the impact of political and institutional factors on law enforcement.

Findings reveal that most respondents consider international legal instruments as providing
a solid basis for criminalizing enforced disappearance and protecting victims; however, practical
implementation remains uneven across countries. Similarly, while national legislation has
advanced, it still requires stronger integration with international standards and effective judicial
enforcement to ensure accountability.

Keywords: Enforced disappearance; International legal mechanisms; National legislation;
Victim protection; Legal accountability.
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