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ABSTRACT

This study aims at uncovering the different narrative styles and levels as discussed by the
critic ‘Abd El-Malek Mortad’ in his critical work "The Theory of the Novel: A Study in
Narrative Techniques". This book is considered an important reference in ‘Narratology’ because
of its role in clarifying the key concepts associated with novelistic narration and defining its
theoretical and methodological foundations. ‘Mortad’ strived to establish this concept, not only
theoretically but also practically through analysing literary works and deconstructing their
narrative structures according to a precise methodological vision. This research paper studied
the sixth essay from the book, titled "Narrative Forms and Levels"”, which is one of the most
important and richest essays in the work due to its depth and powerful presentation, and its
detailed treatment of the term “narration”, defining the concept linguistically and
terminologically. The paper then traces how Abd EI-Malek Mortad employed this term in his
critical readings. Finally, it presents the different forms and types of narration as they appeared
in his book.

Keywords: Abd EI-Malek Mortad, Novel, Narrative Forms, Criticism, Theory of the Novel.
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