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The Bani Mzab and financial transactions in the city of
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Abstract:

The archives of the Sharia courts, preserved in the
Algerian National Archives, are among the most
important local sources for writing the economic and
social history of the city of Algiers, as well as some
neighboring towns, such as Blida, Medea, Cherchell,
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and Miliana, during the Ottoman era. This is due to the
contracts they contain, which document various daily
transactions, such as purchases and sales, marriages,
divorces, disputes, and so on.

This article aims to shed light on certain financial
transactions, particularly the borrowing of various sums
of money by members of the Beni Mzab community of
Algiers in the late Ottoman period from a retired
janissary. The aim is to examine the nature of these
contracts and analyze the data they contain, thus
highlighting their importance for presenting precise
details and new topics in social history.
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