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The Role of Jurists in Addressing Social Transformations
in Granada in Light of the Legal Responsa (Nawazil) of the
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Summary: During the Nasrid period, the Kingdom of
Granada encompassed a diverse social composition, with
Muslims occupying a leading position in terms of population,
political authority, and economic activity—an area in which they
were notably rivaled by the Jewish and Christian minorities.
Members of these minority groups occasionally attained high
status within the Nasrid court, a reflection of the widespread
religious tolerance that characterized Andalusia society.

The unique composition of this society compelled jurists to
engage with its shared reality by harmonizing the prescriptions
of Islamic law with established customs, in an effort to strike a
balance between religious constants and the shifting dynamics of
the social context. This interplay gave rise to a host of major
issues that impacted various aspects of life. In the wake of
ongoing political and military transformations, certain complex
and sensitive matters emerged ones that disproportionately
affected the Muslim community. These issues are vividly
reflected in the nawazil (legal responsa), through which society
appears cohesive and governed by peace during times of strong
and centralized rule, when public affairs and foundational
principles were firmly under the control of the rulers and
adjudicated according to the principles set forth by jurists.
Conversely, in periods of political decline and the growing
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despair brought about by the encroachment of the northern
Christian kingdoms and the deterioration of the stat.

Keywords: Contemporary Figh Issues — Granada — Dhimmis
— Plague — Missing Husband’s Wife — Emergency Woman —
Marriage of the Missing Man’s Daughte.
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