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JEL: Q01, Q18, O18   
Abstract:  

This study aims to explore the significance and role of agricultural land reclamation in desert 
areas in enhancing sustainable agricultural development. Until recently, desert regions were 
considered unsuitable for cultivation, believed to be viable only for date palm farming, given the 
palm tree’s ability to adapt to arid climates and withstand heat and drought. Other agricultural 
products were thought incapable of surviving under such harsh conditions.  

However, this perception has changed due to the successful experiences of small-scale 
farmers who have managed to produce essential and nutritionally important crops such as cereals, 
vegetables, and even certain legumes. These achievements have demonstrated the potential for 
developing large-scale and strategic agricultural projects in desert regions, thereby contributing to 
national food security. 
Keywords: Agricultural land reclamation, sustainable agricultural development, food security.  
JEL Classification: Q01, Q18, O18 
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