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Abstract: 

This research paper aimed to study the role and contribution of free zones in stimulating 
foreign trade, by highlighting the Algerian experience that turned to a policy of promoting its 
exports outside the hydrocarbon sector through the establishment of the Bellara zone in the state of 
Jijel. We adopted the descriptive and analytical approach by presenting the reality of the non-
hydrocarbon export sector in Algeria for the period 2015-2023, and analyzing the reasons for the 
failure and cancellation of this zone in order to benefit from it to establish a new free zone called 
Am Bir Kren, which Algeria established with Mauritania in order to achieve economic cooperation. 
         Our study concluded with several findings, including the following: The Bellara Free Zone in 
Jijel was the first free zone established in Algeria in 1997, but it did not register any demand due to 
several factors. The Bir Moghrein Free Zone represents a strategically pivotal area for exporting 
Algerian goods to South Africa. Moreover, it serves as a strong catalyst for strengthening trade 
relations between Algeria and Mauritania. 
Keywords: Free zone, foreign trade, export promotion, Balara area, Bir Moghrein area. 
JEL Classification: F36  Q56  F13  
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