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Abstract: 

This research paper examines the economic aspect of non-wood forest products, with a focus 
on raw natural cork extracted from oak trees, as it is one of the most exported products. The study 
analyzes competitiveness through various indicators and identifies the determinants of demand in 
global markets, particularly in the Portuguese market, modeled using multiple linear regression 
while considering outliers. 

The findings indicate that the competitive position of Algerian cork faces strong competition 
from exporting countries, although it maintains a presence in Asian markets, especially in China. 
Finally, the paper offers relevant suggestions to improve the economic and competitive status of 
this sector. 
Keywords: Competitiveness indicators, natural raw cork, Algeria, NTFPs, demand determinants. 
JEL Classification: Q17 Q18 F14 L66 
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