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Abstract:

This study examines handicrafts as an integrated civilizational system that transcends their
conventional perception as merely traditional productive activities, positioning them
instead as a profound expression of the interactive relationship between humans, their
environment, culture, and economy. Adopting sociological, cultural, and psychological
perspectives, the study views handicrafts as human practices embedded with symbolic and
emotional dimensions, playing a crucial role in preserving cultural heritage, reinforcing
collective identity, and promoting psychological and social balance among artisans. The
research also highlights the contribution of handicrafts to environmental and economic
sustainability through the use of local natural resources, rational production methods, and
the principles of the creative and circular economy. Furthermore, it explores the
contemporary repositioning of handicrafts, with particular attention to the Saudi experience
within the framework of Vision 2030, where handicrafts are reintegrated into cultural and
developmental policies as drivers of national identity and economic diversification. The
study concludes that handicrafts are not remnants of a bygone past, but strategic resources
for the future, requiring integrated policies that combine preservation, innovation,
empowerment, and digital transformation to ensure their long-term sustainability.
Keywords: Handicrafts, Sustainability, Cultural Identity, Creative Economy, Heritage
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