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Abstract

This article examines the construction of citizenship in Liang Qichao’s Xinmin shuo, written
between 1902 and 1906 amid the late Qing crisis, Japanese exile, and the accelerated
circulation of modern political concepts. It argues that Liang neither mechanically imported
European liberalism nor merely updated classical Confucianism. Instead, he produced a
hybrid political semantics in which xinmin, guomin, qun, gongde, ziyou and yiwu reorganized
the relations among the individual, public morality and the nation-state. Based on a historical-
conceptual analysis of the treatise’s central chapters, the study shows that freedom is initially
acknowledged as a capacity for autonomy, rights and self-determination, but is subsequently
reinscribed within a normative economy of duty, cohesion and national salvation. Liang’s
citizenship is therefore a citizenship of moral transformation: it produces a subject who must
cultivate the self in order to become an agent of collective political life. The article finally
highlights the constitutive tension of this model, which emancipates the individual from
imperial subjecthood while subordinating individual freedom to national energy and civic
discipline.

Keywords: Liang Qichao; Xinmin shuo; citizenship; Confucianism; public morality; civic
nationalism
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