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THE POETIC NATURE OF LANGUAGE IN THE VERY SHORT STORY:
A READING OF “THE STONE BENCH” BY THE WRITER ALAA KOUSSA
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Abstract:

This article studies the poetics of the very short story as a modern literary genre characterized
by brevity, condensation, and narrative economy. Through highlighting the distinctive experience of
the Algerian writer Alaoua Koussa, the paper presents a reading of his short story collection The
Stone Bench in order to reveal the mechanisms of narrative construction and the techniques of
semantic condensation within it, as well as the multiple possibilities of interpretation and different
readings it allows. From this perspective, the following problematic is raised:

How is the poetics of the very short story manifested in The Stone Bench by Alaoua Koussa?
And what are the artistic and narrative mechanisms that contributed to shaping its meanings and
intensifying its vision?

Keywords:

Condensation; Interpretation; Paradox; Poetics; Very Short Story.
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