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In the novel "Valley of Darkness" by Algerian author Abdelmalek Mortad, women shine with a 

deep semantic presence that transcends marginality, becoming a central axis that embodies societal 

transformations and tensions. Her depictions vary between the nurturing mother symbolizing 

continuity, the suffering woman enduring psychological and social oppression, and the strong woman 

resisting the authority of a patriarchal space. 
The significance of this presence lies in deepening the text's intellectual and human 

dimensions, transforming women from a mere narrative device into a mirror reflecting societal 

reality and its crises.This study aimed to uncover limitations while highlighting the social and 

psychological suffering and challenges women face, as well as to emphasize resistance by 

demonstrating their ability to assert selfhood and confront male dominance—thereby establishing 

symbolism by leveraging the image of women as a pillar of life, continuity, and change.The study 

concluded with the manifestations of the image of women as an integrated philosophical and human 

symbol; the text successfully portrayed her resilience in the face of social oppression, making her 

vibrant presence the primary driver for exposing reality's crises and a pivotal foundation for aspiring 

toward change.. 
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