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ABSTRACT:

This study aims to address the importance of the referential structure in its various forms in
understanding the referenced elements, that is, in evoking what is non-linguistic and linking it to what
is linguistic, with the goal of achieving discursive intentions. Furthermore, it reveals that this
important area in pragmatic study is neither recent nor of Western origin; rather, it has been
explored by ancient Arab scholars, regardless of their fields of specialization—grammarians,
exegetes, jurists, and scholars of the foundations—who have made considerable efforts. This subject,
known as "linguistic referents,” has been studied under many names, such as conventions, indices,
referential structure, indexical structure, and other terms that collectively refer to the same topic.
Although they differ formally, they agree on the substance. Thus, this study seeks to answer the
following question: how do referential and indexical elements combine to understand what is
linguistic by relying on the non-linguistic?
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