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The Fatwas of the Al-Fagih Qasim al-Ugbani and Their Role in Writing the History
of the Central Maghreb (D. 854 AH/1450 AD)
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Abstract:

The books of fatwas are one of the most important sources that documented the history of the
central Maghreb during the medieval period, as they included, in their entirety, fatwas by jurists who tried
to find legitimate solutions to the issues presented to them. Among those who rose to prominence in
Tlemcen, we mention the jurist Abu al-Fadl Saeed al-Agbani (d. 854 AH/1450 AD), who came from a
scholarly family that contributed to building the scientific and cultural edifice, as he showed activity and
knowledge production that supported the intellectual capital of the city of Tlemcen in particular, and the
central Maghreb in general, and in all fields of life. On the political side, he contributed to easing the
conflict between the Hafsid and Zayyanid states. On the economic side, Al-Ugbani’s rulings informed us of
the role of the Zayyanid rulers in building and maintaining mosques, and in dedicating endowments to
them and to those working on them. On the agricultural side, his rulings addressed issues of banditry and
insecurity, which negatively impacted agriculture. He mentioned some types of productive partnerships,
such as sharecropping, farming, and irrigation, among others. On the social side, through his rulings, he
addressed the policy of coexistence between different segments of society despite class differences, and the
spread of some negative phenomena, such as the phenomenon of magic and sorcery. He also addressed
issues of marriage, divorce, and khul’.
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