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The Usuli Discourse as a Theory of Understanding:
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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the theory of understanding (tafahhum) as formulated within the
framework of the Islamic science of Usul al-Figh (Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence), and to
elucidate the methodological foundations upon which this theory is built. The research investigates
the epistemological and procedural rules that the usuli discourse imposes on the reader of legal
texts—rules that regulate the reception and sound interpretation of these texts. It also explores how
this theory engages with religious texts that are open to multiple interpretations and receptive to
diverse readings. The study poses and addresses critical questions such as: How did usuli discourse
manage to formulate a coherent theory of understanding? How was its interpretive methodology
established? And what are its core methodological foundations?
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