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A Semiotic Reading of the Cover Image of a First Grade Textbook:
"My Book in Arabic Language, Islamic Education, and Civic Education for the First
Year of Primary Education™ as a Model.
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Abstract:

Algeria has recently witnessed numerous educational and pedagogical reforms, as the
Ministry of National Education has made significant efforts to modernize school curricula within the
framework of what is known as the improved curricula. This is clearly evident when examining the
content of textbooks intended for pupils, particularly in the selection of images, drawings, and visual
elements, as hardly any page is devoid of one or two images. The image thus represents a central
component of the reform efforts undertaken by the Ministry of Education. Accordingly, images have
received careful attention in their selection by textbook designers, given the meanings, connotations,
and implications they convey, which are understood through observation and multiple readings of
textbook cover images. To illustrate this, the present study focuses on the cover of the textbook “My
Book in Arabic Language, Islamic Education, and Civic Education for the First Year of Primary
Education”, with the aim of conducting a semiotic reading of the book cover in order to reveal its
visual and implicit contents, and to determine the extent to which the designers succeeded in selecting
an appropriate cover image.

Keywords: Cover of the book "Kitabi in Arabic Language, Islamic Education, and Civic Education
for the First Year of Primary Education” — Semiotic reading — Image — Colors — Symbols.
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