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Abstract:  

Since his early works, the Algerian novelist Waciny Laredj has been deeply engaged in 

reworking heritage characters, refusing to present them in their fixed historical or oral forms. Instead, 

he reconstructs these figures according to his own critical vision, grounded in an awareness of their 

historical and social contexts. As a result, heritage characters in his fiction become newly constructed 

narrative entities that retain only limited semiotic traces of their original references, such as names or 

symbolic markers. 

In this context, Laredj challenges the traditional narration of the chaste love story between Saïd 

and Hizia by subjecting it to a critical reinterpretation that reshapes the plot, alters the characters’ 

passions, and redefines their semantic attributes. This study focuses on the character of Hizia, 

immortalized in Ben Guittoun’s renowned poem, considered a landmark of Algerian melhoun poetry. 

Drawing on Philippe Hamon’s theoretical insights and the analytical tools of the semiotics of passions 

and culture, the study examines how Laredj reconfigures heritage characters and questions the 

legitimacy and implications of transforming popular cultural figures within contemporary novelistic 

discourse. 
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