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The passions of the popular heritage character in Wasini Al-A'raj between history
and the novelist’s critical vision of the novelist

3w sl

P s g ) A el pl dof o s BBl g BUSLWSN b syl
saada.hasna@ensb.dz

2026/03/31 : i & s 2026/02/11:J s & s 2025/10/28 : ¥ g5

: el

3 Atk 2zl LBy ol V1 053 &1 Olasetdl Ll 5 Salel el din oz oW ey (5 S 1 0 e
M SN a3 sl J o 1isy 8 dla) delam Vs 52,1 OBLLIL ey ) Vs Aol B0 any, 5oy WlSaT am
IR %1 SO | IPESYOA VY | =2 JJ ('My‘ Jiﬁ 3> gl aJys ol el VI \;Uﬂ‘ dxor p opa bag ¥ Lus sfl::; <Ly

i el A Lgnan b LT s R g dme o ol CH Rl A1 S 2 A Ul I sl Bale] ey b s
et e b gl s o sS4t Loyl sds ands VU Bl s ool ;\)AT 3 phey i) by WD e oy (Bies
Jotls Wil Bale) 2aST do S My AN (3 0 plll il O e as Bhnall § gl el (3 O bl o) kg Bass
«3@;&'« RERPNE RIS E WY dal Cld S mlt s o) W Ol Uy 0 50ls (s ol Blaza VL ¢ g1y 3 otladd
58y e Loy Siolht w6 ki 5y e, of \,f@.m EEAIN R JURVCES WPPNCU DRV S SUWANIIE W)\ EV INCH DUV O PR P
¢ donsdl il dpmse il (3 Jime s iy O Sl 32 Jey Srlll S 180y, 5 a0 ol oy el i o

BU ol pa W) Al (6, gl ¢ BR B3 0 (anddl il i dasnd) il LIS

Abstract:

Since his early works, the Algerian novelist Waciny Laredj has been deeply engaged in
reworking heritage characters, refusing to present them in their fixed historical or oral forms. Instead,
he reconstructs these figures according to his own critical vision, grounded in an awareness of their
historical and social contexts. As a result, heritage characters in his fiction become newly constructed
narrative entities that retain only limited semiotic traces of their original references, such as names or
symbolic markers.

In this context, Laredj challenges the traditional narration of the chaste love story between Said
and Hizia by subjecting it to a critical reinterpretation that reshapes the plot, alters the characters’
passions, and redefines their semantic attributes. This study focuses on the character of Hizia,
immortalized in Ben Guittoun’s renowned poem, considered a landmark of Algerian melhoun poetry.
Drawing on Philippe Hamon’s theoretical insights and the analytical tools of the semiotics of passions
and culture, the study examines how Laredj reconfigures heritage characters and questions the
legitimacy and implications of transforming popular cultural figures within contemporary novelistic
discourse.

Keywords:

Critical vision; folk poetry ; Heritage character ; narrated history ;semiotics of passions
semiotics of culture.
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